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very few words respecting his own views. These words are quite
different from what has last been urged: as .they have to rest in
the main upon his own assertion, and can be valued only by those
who believe in his sincerity.
He feels bound, however, to state that in his firm conviction
the proposal of Home Rule is a proposal eminently conservative
in the highest sense of the term, as tending to the union of the
three Countries (whose moral union must surely be allowed to be
at the least very imperfect) and to the stability of the Imperial
throne and institutions.
He terms the measure conservative in exactly the same sense
as he would term the repeal of the Corn Laws conservative,
through its promoting the union of classes and giving a just
contentment to the people. For twenty years before 1885 Mr.
Gladstone had laboured to the best of his abilities to make
Ireland contented with the Union as it stands. Her condition has
been immensely improved by legislative changes adopted before
that date. But they have not made her contented with the Union.
She has ceased, however, to ask for its repeal. That is to say she
no longer seeks to have an independent Parliament, sovereign in
principle. That subject might possibly revive under exaspera-
tion ; but it is excluded from all present view.
She is solemnly pledged by the voice of her constitutional
representatives, to the acceptance of a " Subordinate Parlia-
ment " and to leave untouched the main and central aim of the
Act of Union, which was to establish a single, instead of a dual,
supreme authority. But, within the bounds thus established, she
submits her prayer with an unvarying constancy, and in a
perfect confidence that it must eventually, and may soon, be
granted.
To a measure of this kind Mr. Gladstone made favourable
reference in the House of Commons on the 9th February 1882,
and especially in his letter to Your Majesty on the I3th of the
same month.1 But he always anticipated grave evils (which
have now actually arisen) from a great party conflict on the
subject. In consequence of this anticipation, before the close of
1885, when it was more or less believed out of doors that the
Government of Lord Salisbury intended to make a proposal m
the sense of Home Rule, he took upon himself the very serious